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Zecchino served his orthopedic and
fracture residency at Rhode Island Hos-
pital, which he completed in 1940. Sub-
sequently, Dr. Zecchino continued his
medical training as a fellow at Harvard
Medical School and as a resident at
Boston’s Children Hospital and Mass
General until entering the United
States Army in 1942, Dr. Zecchino
served the United States in the China
Burma-India Theatre as Chief of Ortho-
pedic Surgery until his discharge as
Lieutenant Colonel in 1946.

Upon completion of his military serv-
ice, Dr. Zecchino returned to Rhode Is-
land where he joined the orthopedic
staff at Rhode Island Hospital and Mir-
iam Hospital and the faculty of Brown
Medical School. During his illustrious
career, Dr. Zecchino also served as
Chief of Orthopedics at the Veterans
Hospital, worked and taught at Project
Hope medical schools in Columbia, Tu-
nisia and Sri Lanka, and was a member
of the Tufts Medical School faculty.

Dr. Zecchino has authored and co-au-
thored numerous articles in medical
journals and textbooks. He was criti-
cally important in the development of
knee prosthesis and its instrumenta-
tion, and invented the double-edged
bone cutting ‘“‘Z’’ blade bone say. After
such a long and distinguished career, it
is especially noteworthy that Dr.
Zecchino founded an orthopedic clinic
for people in need after his retirement
in 1982.

Throughout his medical career, Dr.
Zecchino has benefited from the love,
compassion and commitment of his
wife, Julia, who was in a nurse-training
program when they met. Together, Dr.
and Mrs. Zecchino have improved the
lives of thousands of people and with
the dedication of the Julia and Vincent
Zecchino Pavilion; future generations
will continue to benefit from the
Zecchino’s goodwill, dedication and
tireless effort to improve the world
around them.e

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF HARTFORD
MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH ON
THE OCCASION OF THEIR 85TH
ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to recognize the members of
the Hartford Memorial Baptist Church
for 85 years of dedication and service to
the Detroit community.

Since 1917, Hartford Memorial Bap-
tist Church has established an environ-
ment of strength within the parish
walls as well as throughout the sur-
rounding community. Through com-
mitment to social change, they wel-
comed the nonconformist insights of
W.E.B. DuBois and Paul Robeson dur-
ing the Civil Rights Movement and
continue to make significant contribu-
tions to social development through
extensive community outreach pro-
grams.

The establishment of the Hartford
Agape House is one of their current ini-
tiatives dedicated toward an urban
mission that provides needed social
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services to the local community. Wide-
ly respected among the Michigan faith-
based organizations, their exemplary
programs take on the issues of poverty
through hunger initiatives and free
clothing; medical necessities through a
public health consortium, Alcoholics
Anonymous, and AIDS awareness; as
well as educational assistance that pro-
vides both college preparation and
scholarship programs.

I take great pride in recognizing the
efforts of the Hartford Memorial Bap-
tist Church throughout their 85-year
history in the Detroit community.
Their ministry attends to the entire
person: mind, body and soul. I know
my Senate colleagues will join me in
saluting their contributions to society
and wish them continued success in the
future.e

————

SPINA BIFIDA AWARENESS MONTH

® Mrs. HUTCHISON. I rise today to let
my colleagues know that October is
National Spina Bifida Awareness
Month and to pay tribute to the more
than 70,000 Americans—and their fam-
ily members—who are currently af-
fected by spina bifida—the Nation’s
most common, permanently disabling
birth defect. The Spina Bifida Associa-
tion of America—SBAA—an organiza-
tion that has helped people with spina
bifida and their families for nearly 30
years, works every day—not just in the
month of October—to prevent and re-
duce suffering from this devastating
birth defect.

The SBAA was founded in 1973 to ad-
dress the needs of the individuals and
families affected by and is currently
the only national organization solely
dedicated to advocating on behalf of
the spina bifida community. As part of
its service through 60 chapters in more
than 100 communities across the coun-
try, the SBAA puts expecting parents
in touch with families who have a child
with spina bifida. These families an-
swer questions and concerns and help
guide expecting parents. The SBAA
then works to provide lifelong support
and assistance for affected children and
their families.

Together the SBAA and the Spina
Bifida Association of Texas work tire-
lessly to help families meet the chal-
lenges and enjoy the rewards of raising
their child. I would like to acknowl-
edge and thank SBAA and the Spina
Bifida Association of Texas for all that
they have done for the families af-
fected by this birth defect, especially
those living in my State.

Spina bifida is a neural tube defect
that occurs when the central nervous
system does not properly close during
the early stages of pregnancy. Spina
bifida affects more than 4,000 preg-
nancies each year, with more than half
ending tragically in abortion. There
are three different forms of spina bifida
with the most severe being
myelomeningocele spina bifida, which
causes nerve damage and severe dis-
abilities. This severe form of spina
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bifida is diagnosed in 96 percent of chil-
dren born with this condition. Between
70 to 90 percent of the children born
with spina bifida are at risk of mental
retardation when spinal fluid collects
around the brain.

We must do more to ensure a high
quality of life for people with spina
bifida so more families choose the
blessing and joy of having a child with
this condition. Fortunately, spina
bifida is no longer the death sentence
it once was and now people born with
spina bifida will likely have a normal
or near normal life expectancy. The
challenge now is to ensure that these
individuals have the highest quality of
life possible.

Today, approximately 90 percent of
all babies diagnosed with this birth de-
fect live into adulthood, approximately
80 percent have normal IQs, and ap-
proximately 75 percent participate in
sports and other recreational activi-
ties. With proper medical care, people
who suffer from spina bifida can lead
full and productive lives. However,
they must learn how to move around
using braces, crutches, or wheelchairs,
and how to function independently.
They also must be careful to avoid a
host of secondary health problems
ranging from depression and learning
disabilities to skin problems and latex
allergies.

The Spina Bifida Association of
Texas has four chapters in San Anto-
nio, Austin, Dallas, and Houston. These
chapters serve the individuals and
their families with spina bifida in the
great state of Texas through a number
of programs and services including pro-
viding emergency assistance; running a
summer camp for children and a week-
end retreat for adults; scholarships;
and medical seminars. In addition, the
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital is the
largest single-site interdisciplinary
center for the treatment of spina bifida
in the United States and provides ongo-
ing treatment for more than 13,000 chil-
dren annually, without charge.

During the month of October, the
SBAA and its chapters make a special
push to increase public awareness
about spina bifida and teach prospec-
tive parents about prevention. Simply
by taking a daily dose of the B vita-
min, folic acid, found in most multi-
vitamins, women of child-bearing age
have the power to reduce the incidence
of spina bifida by up to 75 percent.
That such a simple change in habit can
have such a profound effect should
leave no question as to the importance
of awareness and the impact of preven-
tion.

As a member of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, I am pleased that
we provided $2 million in much-needed
funding to establish a National Spina
Bifida Program at the National Center
for Birth Defects and Developmental
Disabilities—NCBDDD—at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention—
CDC—to ensure that those individuals
living with spina bifida can live active,
productive, and meaningful lives. In
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